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Social Studies Standards Grade 6 

 

6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the 

environment affect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to 

make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

 

Era:     The Beginnings of Human Society 

 

 Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral Peoples (4000-1000 BCE) 

 

 The Classical Civilizations of the Mediterranean World, India, and China (1000  

 BCE-600 CE) 

 

 Expanding Exchanges and Encounters (500 CE-1450 CE) 

  

 

 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be 

active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working 

collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.  

 

 

Active citizens in the 21st century:  

 Determine the credibility and value of information, while also considering context, point 

of view, and multiple perspectives.  

 Analyze sources of prejudice and discrimination and propose solutions to eliminate them.  

 Collaboratively evaluate possible solutions to problems and conflicts that arise in an 

interconnected world.  

 Critically analyze information, make ethical judgments, and responsibly address 

controversial issues.  

 Communicate through rational and persuasive written and oral arguments to present 

solutions to controversial issues.  

 Make informed and reasoned decisions and accept responsibility for the consequences of 

their actions and/or inactions.  

 Take actions that result in a more just and equitable society. 
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Social Studies Standards Grade 6 

 

The following curriculum areas and instructional activities should be utilized during the course of 

study: 

 

6.2: World History/Global Studies 

Era: The Beginnings of Human Society 

A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Compare and contrast the social 

organization of early hunters/gatherers 

and those who lived in early agrarian 

societies. 

 Oral presentations using Venn 

Diagrams to compare and contrast. 

 

 

6.2: World History/Global Studies 

Era: The Beginnings of Human Society 

B. Geography, People, and the Environment 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Explain the various migratory patterns 

of hunters/gatherers who moved from 

Africa to Eurasia, Australia, and the 

Americas, and describe the impact of 

migration on their lives and on the 

shaping of societies. 

 

2. Compare and contrast how nomadic and 

agrarian societies used land and natural 

resources. 

 After learning about the migratory 

patterns, take the role of a 

hunter/gatherer and write a letter to a 

family member you left behind. 

Describe the journey you took and 

how it has changed your life. 

 

 

6.2: World History/Global Studies 

Era: The Beginnings of Human Society 

C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Relate the agricultural revolution 

(including the impact of food surplus 

from farming) to population growth and 

the subsequent development of 

civilizations. 

 

2. Determine the impact of technological 

advancements on hunter/gatherer and 

agrarian societies. 

 

 

 

 Create a Venn diagram comparing 

and contrasting the technology of 

the Old and New Stone Age and 

create an essay using the details.  

 

6.2: World History/Global Studies 

Era: The Beginnings of Human Society 

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 
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Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Demonstrate an understanding of pre-

agricultural and post-agricultural 

periods in terms of relative length of 

time. 

 

2. Relate the development of language and 

forms of writing to the expression of 

ideas, creation of cultural identity, and 

development of more complex social 

structures. 

 

3. Explain how archaeological discoveries 

are used to develop and enhance 

understanding of life prior to written 

records. 

 Create questions that an archaeologist 

would use to analyze an artifact as it 

relates to culture. 

 Tour outside the school to collect 

artifacts as students follow the 

archeological process.  

 View pictures of cave wall drawings 

and interpret what they tell us about 

the life of people that drew them.  

 

 

6.2: World History/Global Studies 

Era: Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral Peoples (4000-1000 BCE) 

A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Explain why different ancient river 

valley civilizations developed similar 

forms of government. 

 

2. Explain how codifying laws met the 

needs of ancient river valley societies. 

 

3. Determine the role of slavery in the 

economic and social structures of 

ancient river valley civilizations. 

 

 List the members of the social 

pyramid and discuss how and why it 

would be set up. 

 

6.2: World History/Global Studies 

Era: Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral Peoples (4000-1000 BCE) 

B. Geography, People, and the Environment 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Determine the extent to which 

geography influenced settlement, the 

development of trade networks, 

technological innovations, and the 

sustainability of ancient river valley 

civilizations. 

 

2. Compare and contrast physical and 

political maps of ancient river valley 

civilizations and their modern 

 

 In a large group, predict how the 

people living in Mesopotamia dealt 

with flooding and then research the 

answers.  

 Review with students’ longitude and 

latitude to help students identify 

places in the Middle East. 
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counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and 

Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; 

Indus River Valley and Modern 

Pakistan/India; Ancient China and 

Modern China), and determine the 

geopolitical impact of these 

civilizations, then and now. 

 

6.2: World History/Global Studies 

Era: Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral Peoples (4000-1000 BCE) 

C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Explain how technological 

advancements led to greater economic 

specialization, improved weaponry, 

trade, and the development of a class 

system in ancient river valley 

civilizations. 

 Research and trace development of 

technology of the people of 

Mesopotamia. 

 Research the lives of Sumerians, 

Babylonians and Assyrians. 

 

 

6.2: World History/Global Studies 

Era: Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral Peoples (4000-1000 BCE) 

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Analyze the impact of religion on daily 

life, government, and culture in various 

ancient river valley civilizations. 

 

2. Explain how the development of 

written language transformed all 

aspects of life in ancient river valley 

civilizations. 

 

 

3. Analyze the factors that led to the rise 

and fall of various ancient river valley 

civilizations and determine whether 

there was a common pattern of growth 

and decline. 

 

4. Justify which of the major 

achievements of the ancient river valley 

 

 Use vocabulary 4-sqaure box to 

create terms, definitions, synonym 

and antonyms for terms associated 

with religion during this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Working cooperatively, visit 

classroom stations to be able to 

identify the major accomplishments. 
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civilizations represent the most 

enduring legacies. 

 

6.2: World History/Global Studies 

Era: The Classical Civilizations of the Mediterranean World, India, and China (1000 

BCE-600 CE) 

A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., 

autocratic rule, philosophies, and 

bureaucratic structures; communication 

and transportation systems) used by the 

rulers of Rome, China, and India to 

control and unify their expanding 

empires. 

 

2. Compare and contrast the rights and 

responsibilities of free men, women, 

slaves, and foreigners in the political, 

economic, and social structures of 

classical civilizations. 

 

3. Determine the foundational concepts 

and principles of Athenian democracy 

and the Roman Republic that later 

influenced the development of the 

United States Constitution. 

 

4. Compare and contrast the roles and 

responsibilities of citizens in Athens 

and Sparta to those of United States 

citizens today, and evaluate how 

citizens perceived the principles of 

liberty and equality then and now. 

 

5. Compare and contrast the American 

legal system and the legal systems of 

classical civilizations, and determine 

the extent to which the early systems 

influenced the current legal system. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Complete the following prompt: 

Based on the concepts and 

principles of government, would 

you rather live in the present day 

United States or Ancient Athens? 

Explain. 

 Write two journal entries, one from 

the perspective of a Spartan female 

and one from the perspective of an 

Athenian female. 

 Conduct a class discussion, in 

character, with half the class 

representing the feelings and 

thoughts of Spartans and the other 

half representing the feelings and 

thoughts of Athenians. 

 

 

6.2: World History/Global Studies 

Era: The Classical Civilizations of the Mediterranean World, India, and China (1000 

BCE-600 CE) 

B. Geography, People, and the Environment 
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Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Determine how geography and the 

availability of natural resources 

influenced the development of the 

political, economic, and cultural 

systems of each of the classical 

civilizations and provided motivation 

for expansion. 

 

2. Explain how geography and the 

availability of natural resources led to 

both the development of Greek city-

states and to their demise. 

 Use cause and effect chains to 

display how geography and 

natural resources impacted these 

civilizations. Decorate it in the 

room.  

 

6.2: World History/Global Studies 

Era: The Classical Civilizations of the Mediterranean World, India, and China (1000 

BCE-600 CE) 

C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Analyze the impact of expanding land 

and sea trade routes through the 

Mediterranean Basin, India, and China. 

 

2. Explain how the development of a 

uniform system of exchange facilitated 

trade in classical civilizations. 

 

3. Explain how classical civilizations used 

technology and innovation to enhance 

agricultural/manufacturing output and 

commerce, to expand military 

capabilities, to improve life in urban 

areas, and to allow for greater division 

of labor. 

 

 Research and trace the 

development of technology of the 

people of Ancient China using 

www.ducksters.com 

 

6.2: World History/Global Studies 

Era: The Classical Civilizations of the Mediterranean World, India, and China (1000 

BCE-600 CE) 

 

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Compare and contrast social hierarchies 

in classical civilizations as they relate to 

power, wealth, and equality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ducksters.com/
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2. Relate the Chinese dynastic system to 

the longevity of authoritarian rule in 

China. 

 

3. Determine common factors that 

contributed to the decline and fall of the 

Roman Empire, Gupta India, and Han 

China. 

4. Compare the golden ages of Greece, 

Rome, India, and China, and justify 

major achievements that represent 

world legacies. 

 

5. Compare and contrast the tenets of 

various world religions that developed 

in or around this time period (i.e., 

Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, 

Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Taoism), 

their patterns of expansion, and their 

responses to the current challenges of 

globalization. 

 

6. Determine the extent to which religions, 

mythologies, and other belief systems 

shaped the values of classical societies. 

 Debate or write a persuasive essay 

highlighting the major reason for the 

fall of the empires 

 

 

 

 Create a Venn Diagram comparing 

and contrasting Buddhism, Hinduism 

and Sikhism. 

 

6.2: World History/Global Studies 

Era: Expanding Exchanges and Encounters (500 CE-1450 CE) 

A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Analyze the role of religion and other 

means rulers used to unify and centrally 

govern expanding territories with 

diverse populations. 

 

2. Compare and contrast the Japanese and 

European systems of feudalism and the 

effectiveness of each in promoting 

social, economic, and political order. 

 

3. Determine the influence of medieval 

English legal and constitutional 

practices (i.e., the Magna Carta, 

parliament, and the development of 

habeas corpus and an independent 
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judiciary) on modern democratic 

thought and institutions. 

 

6.2: World History/Global Studies 

Era: Expanding Exchanges and Encounters (500 CE-1450 CE) 

B. Geography, People, and the Environment 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Explain how geography influenced the 

development of the political, economic, 

and cultural centers of each empire and 

well as the empires’ relationships with 

other parts of the world. 

 

2. Assess how maritime and overland trade 

routes (i.e., the African caravan and Silk 

Road) impacted urbanization, 

transportation, communication, and the 

development of international trade 

centers. 

 

3. Determine how Africa’s physical 

geography and natural resources posed 

challenges and opportunities for trade 

and development. 

 

4. Explain why the Arabian Peninsula’s 

physical features and location made it 

the epicenter of Afro-Eurasian trade and 

fostered the spread of Islam into Africa, 

Europe, and Asia. 

 

5. Analyze the motivations for 

civilizations to modify the environment, 

determine the positive and negative 

consequences of environmental changes 

made during this time period, and relate 

these changes to current environmental 

challenges. 

 

6. Explain how the geographies of China 

and Japan influenced their development 

and their relationship with one another. 

 

7. Explain why the strategic location and 

economic importance of Constantinople 
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and the Mediterranean Sea were a 

source of conflict between civilizations. 

 

8. Explain how the locations, land forms, 

and climates of Mexico, Central 

America, and South America affected 

the development of Mayan, Aztec, and 

Incan societies, cultures, and 

economies. 

 

6.2: World History/Global Studies 

Era: Expanding Exchanges and Encounters (500 CE-1450 CE) 

C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Explain the interrelationships among 

improved agricultural production, 

population growth, urbanization, and 

commercialization. 

 

2. Analyze how trade, technology, the 

availability of natural resources, and 

contact with other civilizations affected 

the development of empires in Eurasia 

and the Americas. 

 

3. Explain how the development of new 

business practices and banking systems 

impacted global trade and the 

development of a merchant class. 

 

4. Analyze the relationship between trade 

routes and the development of powerful 

city-states and kingdoms in Africa. 

 

5. Determine the extent to which 

interaction between the Islamic world 

and medieval Europe increased trade, 

enhanced technology innovation, and 

impacted scientific thought and the arts. 

 

 

 

6.2: World History/Global Studies 

Era: Expanding Exchanges and Encounters (500 CE-1450 CE) 

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

1. Explain how contact between nomadic 

peoples and sedentary populations had 
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both positive and negative political, 

economic, and cultural consequences. 

 

2. Analyze how religion both unified and 

divided people. 

 

3. Analyze the role of religion and 

economics in shaping each empire’s 

social hierarchy, and evaluate the 

impact these hierarchical structures had 

on the lives of various groups of people. 

 

4. Analyze the causes and outcomes of the 

Crusades from different perspectives, 

including the perspectives of European 

political and religious leaders, the 

crusaders, Jews, Muslims, and traders. 

 

 

5. Assess the demographic, economic, and 

religious impact of the plague on 

Europe. 

 

6. Determine which events led to the rise 

and eventual decline of European 

feudalism. 

 

7. Analyze the immediate and long-term 

impact on China and Europe of the open 

exchange between Europe and the Yuan 

(Mongol) Dynasty. 

 

 

8. Determine the extent to which the 

Byzantine Empire influenced the 

Islamic world and Western Europe. 

 

9. Explain how and why Islam spread in 

Africa, the significance of Timbuktu to 

the development and spread of learning, 

and the impact Islam continues to have 

on African society. 

 

10. Compare the major technological 

innovations and cultural contributions 

of the civilizations of this period and 
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justify which represent enduring 

legacies. 

 

 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century 

Content Statement: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed 

citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working 

collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected 

world. 
Students Will: Suggested Activities 

6.3.8.D History, Culture, and Perspectives 

Engage in simulated democratic processes 

(e.g., legislative hearings, judicial 

proceedings, elections) to understand how 

conflicting points of view are addressed in a 

democratic society. 
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INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 
 

 

Strategies to Accommodate Gifted and Talented Students 

 Explore curriculum objectives in greater depth. 

 Invoke multi-media resources. 

 Invoke multiple intelligences and Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy in higher-ordered thinking 

skills in all areas of curriculum. 

 Invoke real life problems that students can identify with. 

 Invoke technological resources. 

 Pair Gifted & Talented students with other students to spark dialogue and diverse viewpoints. 

 Provide ample examples. 

 Request Gifted & Talented students to model and verbalize processes used to perform creative 

problem-solving. 

 Vary instructional groupings. 

 

Strategies to Accommodate BSIP 

 Increased time on task 

 Individual support 

 Read and re-word directions 

 Shorter assignments 

 Small group instruction 

 Underline, block and use other appropriate methods to identify key words. 

 Use of intervention materials to review and re-teach concepts (foundations). 

 

Strategies to Accommodate English Language Learners 

 Encourage student to verbalize steps needed to complete task to check understanding. 

 Extend time for assignment completion. 

 Have the students do hands-on activities. 

 Increase verbal response time/opportunity to respond orally. 

 Model and verbalize processes used to solve problems. 

 Note taking assistance 

 Pair ELL students with bilingual speakers. 

 Provide additional instructions. 

 Provide outlines 

 Provide repeated reviews using varied teaching strategies. 

 Read directions and text to students as needed. 

 Reading strategies (peer, guided, small group) 

 Role play and act out. 

 Shorten assignments 

 Use visual diagrams such as pictures, guess and check and/or tables. 

 Vary instructional grouping (individual, pair and small groups) 
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Suggested Activities to Differentiate Instruction: 
 

 Include pictures 

 Include different levels of films 

 Give words or dictate words 

 Use picture/PowerPoint presentations to explore background information and for 

assessments 

 Have the students draw pictures 

 Model appropriate behavior 

 Demonstrate what is expected 

 Break concepts and events into smaller parts and predict the outcomes 

 Tell the students what is expected before the task is given 

 Make sure the student is focused on the task at hand 

 

 

MATERIALS/ENVIRONMENT 
 

 Help student concentrate on the main ideas and key details of a film and documentary with 

focus questions. 

 Underline key words/phrases in directions, charts, etc. 

 Use assignments, notebooks and prompts. 
 

 

ASSESSMENTS 

 
 Allow modifications of time, scheduling or administration of testing. 

 Formal papers and essays. 

 Projects using PowerPoint and iMovie. 

 Grade on effort, participation and improvement. 

 Modified test/alternative assessments Ex. True/False, fill in the blanks, matching, short essay. 

 Read directions and test to students as needed. 
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PROGRAM MODIFICATIONS & ADAPATIONS 

 

Modifications/Adaptations for General Education & Special Education Classes 

 

This list represents possible accommodation and modifications for students with special needs.  Please refer to 

individual IEPs for student specific accommodations and modifications. 
Environment: 

□ Preferential Seating                    □ Clear Work Area                    □ Other (specify) 

 

Material/Books/Equipment: 
□ Alternate Text                           □ Consumable Workbooks        □ Modified Worksheets         □ Calculator 

□ Tape Recorder                           □ Supplementary Visuals          □ Large Print Text                 □ Manipulatives 

□ Spell Check                               □ Access to computer                □ Assistive Device: (specify) _________________ 

□ Other: (specify) ________________________________ 

 

Instructional Strategies: 

□ Check Work in Progress     □ Immediate Feedback                 □ Pre-teach Content               □ Extra Drill/Practice 

□ Review Sessions                 □ Have Student Restate Info         □ Review Directions             □ Use Manipulatives 

□ Modified Content               □ Provide Lecture Notes/Outline   □ Assign Study Partner         □ Monitor Assignments 

□ Provide Models                  □ Computer Assisted Instruction   □ Repeat Instructions       □ Multi-Sensory Approach 

□Highlight Key Words          □ Oral Reminders                          □ Display Key Vocab       □ Visual Reinforcement 

□ Pictures/Charts                   □ Visual Reminders                       □ Mimed Clues/Gestures  □ Concrete Examples 

□ Use Mnemonics                 □ Personalized Examples               □ Number Line            □ Use Vocab Word Bank 

□ Support Auditory Presentations with Visuals                           □ Other: (specify) ______________________ 

 

Organization: 

□ Provide Study Outlines        □ Desktop List of Tasks               □ List Sequential Steps          □ Post Routines 

□ Post Assignments                 □ Give One Paper at a Time        □ Folders to Hold Work         □ Pencil Box for Tools 

□ Pocket Folder for Work       □ Assignment Pad                        □ Daily Assignment List        □ Daily Homework List 

□ Worksheet Format               □ Extra Space for Work               □ Assign Partner 

□ Assistive Device:_______________________________        □ Other: (specify) __________________________ 

Tests/Quizzes/Time: 

□ Prior Notice of Test            □ Preview Test Procedures         □ Test Study Guides               □ Simplify Test Wording 

□ Oral Testing                        □ Shortened Tasks                      □ Limited Multiple Choice     □ Hands-on Projects 

□ Reduced Reading                □ Alternative Tests                     □ Objective Tests                   □ Extra Credit Options 

□ Extra Time-Written Work   □ Extra Time-Tests                    □ Extra Time-Projects            □ Extra Response Time 

□ Modified Tests                    □ Test Read                                □ Pace Long Term Projects    □ On Computer 

□ Rephrase Test Questions/Directions                                      □ Other:__________________________________ 

 

Grading: 

□ No Spelling Penalty               □ No Handwriting Penalty       □ Grade Effort + Work           □ Grade Improvement 

□ Course Credit                         □ Base Grade on IEP               □ Base Grade on Ability         □ Modify Grades 

□Pass/Fail                                  □ Audit Course                        □ Other: (specify)___________________________ 

 

Behavior Management/Support: 

□ Daily Feedback to Student     □ Chart Progress                          □ Behavior Contract           □ Positive Reinforcement 

□ Collect Baseline Data     □  Parent/Guardian Sign Homework   □ Set/Post Class Rules   □ Parent sign Behavior Chart 

□ Cue Expected Behavior      □ Structure Transitions                   □ Break Between Tasks    □ Proximity/Touch Control 

□ Contingency Plan               □ Time Out from Positive Reinforcement 

□ Other: (specify) ___________________________________ 
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Social Studies Grade 6 
 

 

METHODS OF ASSESSMENT 

 

Student progress and achievements are assessed through a variety of formal methods of assessment 

that include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 

A. Formal 

 

1. Teacher-created worksheets/tests/quizzes 

2. Assessment checklists 

3. Work samples 

 

B. Informal 
 

1. Small group and class discussions 

2. Class participation 

3. Cooperative group work 

4. Projects 

5. Teacher observation 

6. Reading, writing, listening and speaking activities/tasks 

 

C. Teacher/Curriculum Assessment 
 

This is a living document.  Teachers are encouraged to make suggestions for improving 

and changing the curriculum to the Director of Curriculum on an ongoing basis. 
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RESOURCES 

 

A. Speakers 

 

Teachers are encouraged to contact community groups, parents and organizations to 

obtain speakers to enhance the curriculum with the approval of the administration. 

 

 

B. Technology 

 

Students shall use computers for independent practice, research and skill development. 

Teachers shall also use appropriate technology to enhance their lessons.   

 

 

C. Supplies and Materials 

 

 Video equipment 

 Computer software 

 Notebooks 

 Art Supplies for projects, plays, etc. 

 Folders 

 Markers, pencils, crayons, journals and a variety of paper 

 

 

D. Supplemental Reading         

 See list of nonfiction trade books. 
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METHODOLOGIES 
 

A wide variety of methodologies will be used.  The following are suggestions, not limitations, as 

to how the curriculum may be implemented and facilitated: 

 

 Whole class instruction 

 Small group instruction 

 Independent research 

 Cooperative learning groups 

 Individual assignments 

 Technology-aided instruction 

 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES 
 

Students will be provided with many enrichment learning activities through the year.  The 

following are suggestions, not limitations: 

 

 Projects 

 Guest speakers 

 Live performances 

 Library visitations 

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

Teachers shall continue to improve their expertise by participating in a variety of professional 

development opportunities made available by the Board of Education and other organizations. 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY INSTRUCTION 
 

The above curriculum has numerous possibilities for interdisciplinary connections.  These content 

areas can be connected with Visual and Performing Arts, comprehensive Health and Physical 

Education, Language Arts Literacy, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, World Languages, 

Technology and Career Education and Consumer, Family Life Skills and will be references by the 

NJCCCS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


